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Tuesday 22nd September 2020

Phonics, Writing and Reading 



Reading Opportunities 
In Year One, we teach reading in a variety of ways such as 
developing phonological awareness through Phonics, playing 
games with words, reading simple sentences, reading books of 
different genres, discussing and sharing books, retelling stories, 
shared reading and guided reading. 

As well as this, we promote reading in all aspects of their 
learning. For example, word problems in maths, topic words, 
learning walls alongside reading the daily instructions/visual 
timetable that we provide them with.



Phonics teaching- How do we progress in Year One?
Starting from the beginning of Phase 3

Learning phase 4 phonic blends and clusters 

Working towards and moving onto phase 5 sounds. 

Summer Term National Phonics Check with 40 words pseudo and real words. 

Learning Tricky 
words-

This is a continuous 
process that runs 

through each phase. 
We will be cover this 

throughout the 
whole year. 



What is expected in Year One writing?

• Letter formation 

• Finger spaces

• Use capital letters correctly (starting a 
sentence and for a name).

• Full stops

• Checking whether their writing makes sense

• Towards the end of year one, we will be 
expecting our pupils to start including 
conjunctions (and, but, so, because) to add 
more detail into their sentences.



This is an example of what we might do during a writing  task.

1. What can you see in this picture? (Writing single words)

2. Can you turn those words into sentences?

e.g. The duck went quack.

3. Challenge- Can you include a describing word in your sentence? 

e.g. The pink pig is on the grass.

Please note- during this task we would not be looking for the accurate spelling of all words. The aim would be to see if they can 

phonetically spell the words using their prior knowledge.

Remember 
• Capital Letters
• Full Stops
• Finger Spaces.
• Check your sentence 

makes sense. 

Writing Application



Expectations for our pupils toward the end of Year One- Our curriculum
Sentence Construction □ grammatically accurate phrases

□ simple sentences that make sense

□ capital letters and full stops mostly accurate

□ some capital letters for proper nouns

□ capital letter for personal pronouns (I)
Range Of

Connectives
□ and, but, so (coordinating)

□ because (subordinating)
Varying

Openers
□ a range of story openers e.g once upon a time, one day

□ some variety (to avoid repetition) in non-fiction writing
Text

Structure 
□ events in fictional writing in the correct order

□ an awareness of chronological order where appropriate e.g. actions numbered

□ connections made between ideas by repetition of subject or topic

□ common phrases show the end of a piece of writing e.g. The end, They lived happily ever after.
Use of language □ word choices appropriate to show meaning

□ adjectives to describe nouns

□ some use of modelled advanced language

□ topic words used appropriately
Audience □ know the difference between a fiction and a non-fiction piece of writing

Punctuation □ full stops (mostly accurate)

□ question marks (mostly accurate)

□ some use of an exclamation mark

Handwriting □ letters sized correctly

□ formation is more consistent

□ words positioned on the line

□ ascenders and descenders mostly accurate

□ finger spaces between words

□ an understanding of upper and lower case letters
Spelling □ to accurately spell words from phase 5 letters and sounds

□ to begin to spell words accurately from phase 6

□ to correctly spell the first 100 high frequency words



How you can help at home
• Practise Phonic sounds regularly- phase 3-5.

For example:

-using their reading books

-spotting sounds when walking around everyday

-playing games

• Read a range of texts such as leaflets, newspapers, magazine and cereal boxes etc. 

• Adult modelled reading

• Free writing-Write about interests

• Please also refer to the blog for further support regarding how to utilise the reading books we send home.

Some helpful links to support your children at home:

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv

• https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phonics-games-phase-3

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk

• http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/#

(Please note- adult supervision is always advised when using online sources)

Any questions, please do not hesitate to come and speak us.
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