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15th May 2020 

Coronavirus - Wider Opening of Schools from 1st June 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This week the government made significant announcements regarding the wider opening of schools beyond that 

of provision for vulnerable pupils and those of key workers. This letter is to inform you how your child’s school, 

a Canonium Learning Trust school, will be managing this expectation. 

Quotes taken directly from government guidance will be shown in italics. You can view the full guidance for 

parents and carers by following this address: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-

educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-

1-june 

From the week commencing 1 June 2020 at the earliest, we will be asking primary schools to welcome back 

children in Nursery, Reception, year 1 and year 6, alongside priority groups. We will only do this provided that 

the 5 key tests set by government justify the changes at the time, including that the rate of infection is decreasing 

and the enabling programmes set out in the recovery strategy are operating effectively. As a result, we are 

asking schools to plan on this basis, ahead of confirmation that these tests are met. 

The Headteacher of your child’s school will plan for this possibility by carrying out a range of risk assessments 

that will be unique to the school setting that your child attends. The risk assessments will focus on whether the 

school is able to provide a safe environment for groups of pupils, individual pupils, staff and visitors or whether 

they are safer in their home environment. 

The Headteacher, in consultation with governors, will ensure sensible measures are put in place to mitigate the 

risks for children and staff.  

Whatever the outcome, the school will continue to provide provision for vulnerable pupils and those of key 

workers. 

One of the protective measures we can take to reduce transmission is to have smaller group and class sizes. We 

know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 

2m apart from each other and staff.  

Your child’s Headteacher will be considering the staff they have available and the size and location of 

classrooms, facilities and open spaces at their school. Some members of staff are unable to attend work because 

they have a recognised underlying health condition or because they are shielding a family member who has one. 

This will be crucial in the risk assessed decisions that the Headteacher makes.  

Your child may not be taught by their usual class teacher or directly by a teacher during this time. 

The Headteacher may also have to adapt and change the offer in your child’s school should more members of 

staff become available or if staff members display symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Your child’s Headteacher will share their plan for return of children with you on Friday 22nd May. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


 
 

       

The following FAQ from the government guidance may help you consider, if your child is eligible to return to 

school, whether they should. 

What if my child is eligible but has siblings who are not?  
 

We are asking that only children in Nursery, Reception, year 1 and year 6, return to school from 1 June. This 

does not include siblings in different year groups unless those siblings are in a priority group, for example, the 

children of critical workers. 

 

If my child is eligible, is it compulsory for them to attend school? 

 

We strongly encourage children in the eligible year groups and priority groups (such as children of critical 

workers) to attend, as requested by their school, unless they are self-isolating or there are other reasons for 

absence (such as shielding due to health conditions). 
You should notify your child’s school as normal if your child is unable to attend so that staff are aware and can 

discuss with you. Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. 

 

Should I keep my child at home if they have an underlying health condition or live with someone in a 

clinically vulnerable group? 
 

Children who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable and shielding should continue to shield and should 

not be expected to attend. 

Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a higher risk 

of severe illness from coronavirus. A minority of children will fall into this category, and parents should follow 

medical advice if their child is in this category. 
Children who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable and shielding should only 

attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and the child or young person is able to understand and 

follow those instructions. 

Children and young people who live with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not extremely clinically 

vulnerable) as defined in the social distancing guidance and including those who are pregnant, can attend. 

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in my child’s school? 

 

When a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and 

advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and 

students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms 

of coronavirus. 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class/group within their 

childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household 

members of that wider class/group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they 

live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms. 

As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the child’s cohort or in the 

wider education setting, Public Health England’s local Health Protection Teams will conduct a rapid 

investigation and will advise schools on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases, a larger number of 

other children and young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure - perhaps the 

whole class, site or year group. 

Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce risk of 

transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others


 
 

       

You can see from this last government statement that your Headteacher will have to make difficult decisions on a 

daily basis. The purpose of this letter is to prepare you for this and to help you to understand and support the 

decision making that your Headteacher will be making. 

 

I sincerely hope that our children, all of our families and communities can get back to our normal lives as soon as 

possible. You have already played a major role in getting us to this point. I know that you will continue to make 

the right choices that see us to the end of this crisis. 

 

Very best wishes, 

 

 

M Walsh 

 
CEO Canonium Learning Trust 

 

 

 

 

 


