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Two cheetah brothers will be released into 
the wild!

Saba and Nairo are brothers. They’ve lived 
in the UK all their lives. Soon, they will be 
going to South Africa!

They will be the first hand-raised and 
captive-born UK cheetahs released into 
the wild. 

The cheetahs will leave Howletts Wild 
Animal Park in early spring. They’ll be flying 
around 6000 miles.

The two brothers will be going to a site 
called the Mount Camdeboo Private Game 
Reserve. Lots of other animals live here. 

Damian Aspinall and his wife Victoria 
raised the cheetahs. They run a charity 
called the Aspinall Foundation. It works to 
stop endangered animals from going extinct. 

“It will be difficult to say goodbye,” 
Damien said, “but finding ways to return 
animals to the wild is something I believe 
in passionately.”

Cheetahs are the world’s fastest land 
animals. They can run at 60 miles per hour!

Wildlife group IUCN says that cheetahs 
are threatened. They say there are fewer than 
7000 left in the wild. 

Lots of different groups are working to 
protect the cheetah. They are looking after 
their habitat. They are also finding ways 
people and cheetahs can live together. 

Cheetahs To Be Released into the Wild

Glossary

captive-born Not born in the wild. 

endangered An animal species which is 
at risk of becoming extinct. 

extinct An animal which has no 
living members in existence. 

habitat The natural home or 
environment of an animal, 
plant or living thing. 

What is being done to protect cheetahs?

• Two UK born cheetahs are being 
released into the wild. 

• People are also working to look after 
their habitat and work with local 
communities. 
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Questions
1. ‘Two cheetah brothers will be released into the wild!’ 

Tick the word or phrase which is closest in meaning to ‘released’ in this sentence.  

   forced
   let go
   managed
   tied

2. Where were these cheetahs born? 

   Kenya
   Mount Camdeboo
   South Africa
   the UK

3. Damian Aspinall will miss Saba and Nairo. Find a piece of evidence which supports this 
statement.  
 

 

 

4. What are the names of the two cheetahs? 
 

5. Tick the headline which best summarises this news story? 

   Cheetah Brothers Will Head to South Africa 
   Cheetahs Escape from Wildlife Park
   Cheetahs Run at 60 Miles per Hour
   Charities Protect Cheetahs in Africa

6. Do you think more cheetahs will be released to the wild in the future? Explain your answer. 
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Answers
1. ‘Two cheetah brothers will be released into the wild!’ 

Tick the word or phrase which is closest in meaning to ‘released’ in this sentence.  

   forced
   let go
   managed
   tied

2. Where were these cheetahs born? 

   Kenya
   Mount Camdeboo
   South Africa
   the UK

3. Damian Aspinall will miss Saba and Nairo. Find a piece of evidence which supports this 
statement.  
“It will be difficult to say goodbye,” Damien said

4. What are the names of the two cheetahs? 
Saba and Nairo

5. Tick the headline which best summarises this news story? 

   Cheetah Brothers Will Head to South Africa 
   Cheetahs Escape from Wildlife Park
   Cheetahs Run at 60 Miles per Hour
   Charities Protect Cheetahs in Africa

6. Do you think more cheetahs will be released to the wild in the future? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the news story, e.g. I think more will be 
released because there aren’t many cheetahs in the wild. 
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