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White Rhino 
Calf Born in 
Colchester Zoo

It’s a girl! A rare white rhino calf was born at 
Colchester Zoo. Staff said they were “delighted” 
by the news.

The healthy baby rhino was born on Saturday 
4th January. The rhino’s mother, Emily, had been 
pregnant for over 16 months!

According to Colchester Zoo, the rhino calf 
took “a little while” to find her feet but was 
moving around a few hours later. 

The new calf is part of a larger family — 
she has a sister called Pembe and a brother 
called Kifaru.

However, the new baby calf doesn’t have a 
name yet! Staff at Colchester Zoo say they are 
waiting until she is older. They want to get to 
know her personality before they name her. 

Colchester Zoo said they will choose an 
African name for the baby rhino.

To start with, this rhino calf will mostly stay 
inside the rhino house at Colchester Zoo. As she 
gets older and the weather gets warmer, she will 
begin to go outside. 

Despite their name, white rhinos aren’t 
actually white! They certainly are an impressive 
species, though. White rhinos are the largest of 
the two African rhino species. Male rhinos often 
weigh between 1800kg and 2500kg.

White rhinos are quite rare in the wild. They 
are listed as ‘near threatened’ by the IUCN 
Red List. 

Poaching and hunting meant that their 

numbers fell. In 1895, only a small population 
of fewer than 100 white rhinos could be 
confirmed. 

Wildlife charity WWF says that a century of 
“protection and management” has meant that 
the number of wild white rhinos has grown. 

They still face dangers and lots of work still 
goes in to protecting these majestic animals 
around the world.

Illustration: The new baby white rhino calf.

Glossary

calf The name used for the young of 
some large animals.

species A group of living things which 
are similar and can have young.

poaching Illegally hunt or catch animals 
which are often protected.  

population The number of animals or plants 
in an area or the world. 
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What are white rhinos?

• White rhinos are large mammals that are found in 
the wild in parts of Africa. 

• They are quite rare and have been listed as ‘near 
threatened’ by the IUCN red list.  
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Questions
1. What is the name of the new-born baby white rhino? 

   Emily
   Kifaru
   Pembe
   She hasn’t been named yet. 

2. Find two facts about white rhinos.

1.  

2.  

3. ‘In 1895, only a small population of fewer than 100 white rhinos could be confirmed.’ 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘confirmed’. 

   considered
   denied
   proven
   seen

4. Find a word in the final paragraph the author uses to suggest that white rhinos are 
impressive.  
 

5. Why do you think staff at Colchester Zoo are excited by this birth? 
 

 

 

6. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
 

 

 

7. What else do you think might be done to protect the white rhino? 
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Answers
1. What is the name of the new-born baby white rhino? 

   Emily
   Kifaru
   Pembe
   She hasn’t been named yet. 

2. Find two facts about white rhinos. 
Accept any two facts about white rhinos found in the news story. 

3. ‘In 1895, only a small population of fewer than 100 white rhinos could be confirmed.’ 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘confirmed’. 

   considered
   denied
   proven
   seen

4. Find a word in the final paragraph the author uses to suggest that white rhinos are 
impressive. 
majestic

5. Why do you think staff at Colchester Zoo are excited by this birth? 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the news story, e.g. I think staff were 
excited because white rhinos are quite rare so the birth of one could help protect the 
animal species. 

6. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
Accept any reasonable summary which is 20 words or fewer, e.g. A baby white rhino 
has been born in Colchester Zoo. White rhinos are quite rare in the wild.

7. What else do you think might be done to protect the white rhino? 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the news story, e.g. I think more might 
be done to stop hunters or poachers from threatening the rhino. I think this because 
poaching was one of the reasons white rhino numbers fell.  
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