
Northern Ireland Fact File 

 

Northern Ireland is the smallest country in the United Kingdom.  It makes up part of the UK along 
with England, Scotland and Wales.  Located in the northeast of the island of Ireland, Northern Ireland 
shares a border to the south and west with the Republic of Ireland.   
 
Despite its small geographical size, Northern Ireland is a country of culture, producing famous writers 
like Seamus Heaney and C.S. Lewis as well as noted actors like Liam Neeson, James Nesbitt and 
Kenneth Branagh. 
 
Northern Ireland is a very fascinating country with loads of interesting things to do, including fishing, 
cycling and walking amongst beautiful scenery.  Northern Ireland has some beautiful wildlife such as, 
deer, foxes, squirrels, hedgehogs as well as much more. Northern Ireland has so much wildlife 
because the animals and bugs like to live in the hills with loads of space and lots of grass and plenty 
of food to catch. 
 
Northern Ireland climate is quite cold, it is usually 9 degrees Celsius a bit colder than other parts of 

the UK, mainly due to the beautiful mountains and hills with great views.  

Northern Ireland has a population of 1.8 million, divided into Protestants, Catholics and Others. 

Protestants want Northern Ireland to be part of Scotland and Catholics want a united Ireland. No one 

cares what the others think. The capital of Northern Ireland is Belfast which is the biggest city in 

Northern Ireland.  

With an average of 157 wet days a year, it rains less in Belfast than it does in Scotland, but the capital 
of Northern Ireland is still wetter than Dublin, the Irish capital! 

The world-famous ship the Titanic was built and launched from Belfast Harbour. At the time it 
launched, it was the largest man-made moving object on Earth! The Titanic was built by the Belfast 
shipyard Harland & Wolff in 1911. The RMS Titanic sadly sank after hitting an iceberg on April 15, 
1912, on her very first voyage. 
 
Although Northern Ireland is sometimes called Ulster, the ancient name for the part of Ireland, the old 
Ulster actually included areas that are now part of the Republic of Ireland. 

Northern Ireland is clearly home to the young! Almost 46% of the total population of Northern Ireland 
are under 30 years old. 

As in the rest of Ireland, there are no snakes or toads in the country! 

At its closest point, Northern Ireland is only 
13 miles across the sea from the Scottish 
coast. Apparently, on a clear day you can 
stand in Antrim, look across the water and 
see houses in Scotland! 
The Northern Ireland football team has 
qualified for three world cups, in 1958, 1982 
and 1986, and George Best is considered 
one of the most famous players to come from 
the country. Other sports legends to come 
from Northern Ireland are snooker player Alex 
Higgins and Formula One racer Eddie Irvine.   
 

This amazing country also has wonderful but strange hexagonal stones called the Giant’s Causeway, 

which is an array of about 40,000 interlocking stone columns.  Some of its columns are up to 12 

meters (36 feet) high. 


