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Today, in Verona, Italy, a new 

pizzeria,  Mario’s Pizzeria has 

opened.   The man who runs it, is 

already well known in Italy as the 

famous racer, Mario Conniceli. I 

asked Mario a few questions about 

his establishment. 

“We have always admired your 

success in the racing world. What 

happened? Why did you quit?”  

To which Mario replied with a 

smile, “I give the chance for the 

younger generation to win the race, 

otherwise there’s no chance of them 

winning with me there!” He 

laughed. He also added, “Well, now 

that I am a family man, I want to 

spend more time with my family  at 

home in Verona.” With racing, I had 

to keep travelling  from place to 

place and it can be very tiring!” 

“Why did you choose to open a 

pizzeria in the first place?” I asked. 

He chuckled: “After retiring from 

racing, I decided that it was high 

time that I should pursue my 

childhood dream:  making pizza! I 

remember when I was a child, I used 

to LOVE eating the pizza my mom 

prepared in her outside oven. That 

brings back some happy moments, 

sitting under the olive tree in the 

sun, everybody  laughing together 

and having a good time. So I guess 

that’s where my idea of opening a 

pizzeria came from.”  

 

 

“What are your plans for your 

place (if you have any)" I queried.  

“ Well,  I would like the place to be 

like home so that people would feel  

homely and relaxed. Maybe in the 

future I could expand and have a 

large chain of pizzerias, all around 

Italy.” Mario answered, with a 

glimmer in his eyes.    

Mario’s Pizzeria’s opening night  

was spectacular as reported by the 

many visitors that came to this new 

pizzeria (most of the visitors were 

tourists).   

We wish Mario and his pizzeria 

well as he continues to flourish in 

his business.  
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